CHAPTERIII

The most important role that Vazhakunnam played in his life
is probably that of the propagator and interpreter of
Srimadbhagavatam. In this respect he excelled all his predeces-
sors. The noteworthy Bhagavata interpreter who proceeded him
was Kutallur Kunnikkavu Nambudiripad, an established Sanskrit
scholar and grammarian who had even surprised the famous
Kaikkulangara Rama Variyar, it is said, by explaining new and
new unknown meanings to a given Sanskrit quotation. His schol-
arship and his deep devotion to Lord Guruvayurappa made his
Bhagavata renderings heart-touching and appealing. Vazhakunnam
excelled him in citing striking examples in beautiful and simple
language quoting a wide range of poets like Vyasa, Valmiki, Tuncat
Ezhuttacchan, Puntanam, Tagore and so on. Ulloor S. Parameswara
lyer observes1 "His speech like the incessant flow of holy Ganga

1. Ulloor S. Parameswara lyer, KSQ Vol.V, Dept. of Publica-
tions, University of Kerala, Dec. 1965, pp. 253-254.
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